
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 24 February 2011] 

 p1089c-1090a 
Hon Liz Behjat 

 [1] 

COMMUNITY MEETING — CITY OF STIRLING CIVIC CENTRE 

Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [5.24 pm]: I am pleased to see that four of us from the North 
Metropolitan Region are left in the chamber this evening. 

Hon Ken Travers: We’re always the hardworking ones! 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Always the hardworking people of north metro! I am pleased that those members are in the 
chamber because I want to talk about a community meeting that took place last night in our electorate at the City 
of Stirling Civic Centre. Unfortunately, I was unable to be there due to my parliamentary duties here. It is 
important that I put on the record what was discussed at that meeting, which was about the coastal aquatic 
facility that was promised some years ago. Members may recall that Scarborough Senior High School, which I 
attended for one year and Hon Michael Mischin attended for five years, was closed in 1999 by the then Court 
coalition government. Prior to the closure, the then Minister for Education, the current Premier, wrote a letter 
indicating that the school’s swimming pool and gymnasium facilities would be handed to the community as part 
of the public open space component of the development. Unfortunately that did not occur and the gymnasium 
and pool were demolished, leaving the land to be developed for housing. In 2003, during the concluding stages 
of the sale of the land, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure reserved eight lots of the land to contribute to 
the capital cost of a new coastal aquatic facility. Last night at a meeting — 

Hon Ken Travers: You should mention that the Labor government also built a sports hall to honour the 
agreement that the current Premier did not honour. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: A number of things happened. I am sure plenty of things did not happen during the eight 
years when Labor was in government. Where was the coastal aquatic facility then? 

Hon Ken Travers: I am surprised Liza is raising this issue. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Since the member for Scarborough was elected, she has taken this issue on board. It is 
within the domain of the City of Stirling to construct the aquatic facility but it has kept the land to one side. 
Those funds are available and have been available the entire time. Last night 491 people attended the meeting 
that was organised by Lynley Papineau and Brian Ducie. The large group that turned up to the special electors’ 
meeting during the middle of the week shows the level of interest in what is happening. The City of Stirling is 
trying to fob people off by saying that it is not the council’s responsibility, yet the council is happy to run the 
Terry Tyzack Aquatic Centre and the aquatic centre in Balga. The people in the area concerned do not have an 
aquatic facility between Challenge Stadium to the south and Arena Joondalup to the north. The Terry Tyzack, 
Balga and Carine aquatic facilities are located inland. The City of Stirling has told residents that they live close 
enough to the beach and therefore they do not need a swimming pool, but Challenge Stadium is only one 
kilometre from the beach. The City of Stirling also says that it does not have the money to build it, but it 
certainly does. It managed its funds quite well throughout the global financial crisis. It has a AAA credit rating, 
annual revenue of $164 million, $68 million in cash reserves, a net cash flow before investment of $30 million 
and is forecast to earn $6 million in interest this year, yet it says it cannot afford the swimming pool. The council 
also says that if the swimming pool were built, each ratepayer would have to be levied $55 a year for the next 10 
years. That is absolute rubbish. It is not true. The people of Stirling deserve an aquatic centre at the Hamersley 
Golf Course. The residents are asking for a 50-metre pool, and the City of Stirling can afford that. It is about 
time the City of Stirling stopped passing the buck and blaming previous Liberal or Labor state governments by 
saying it was their responsibility. It was not. It is the local government’s responsibility and it should get on with 
building the pool. 

Hon Ken Travers: Stop picking on the council. Make Colin Barnett honour his commitment. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: It is not the state government’s responsibility; it is the council’s responsibility. I urge the 
council to listen to the ratepayers and build the swimming pool before there is a further cost blow-out. If it had 
been built when it was supposed to be built, it would have cost about $5 million, but it will now cost about 
$41 million to build. I urge the council to listen to Lynley Papineau, Brian Ducie and the other ratepayers and 
build these facilities.  

House adjourned at 5.29 pm 
__________ 
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